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Busy First 45 Days for New CEO Kay Ehas
Since taking the helm as CEO of
Groundwork Jacksonville on September
5, Kay Ehas has hit the ground running.
From media interviews to meeting with
board members and stakeholders, the
first 45 days have been a whirlwind.
That is to be expected from Kay, whom
James Richardson, Groundwork
Jacksonville Board Chair says “is a
results-oriented leader with the proven
ability to build consensus, grow
organizational capacity and accomplish
bold goals.”
 
Her reputation for getting things done
was cemented during her more than 12
years as a board member of Riverside
Avondale Preservation (RAP). During

her tenure as RAP board chair, Kay led the organization through the development of its
first-ever strategic plan. Under her leadership RAP designed and implemented the
Riverside Arts Market; planted more than 1000 trees along neighborhood streets; worked
with the Public Works Department to improve pedestrian-friendly design standards for the
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Five Points commercial district and secured funding for the project; and, worked with the
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) to change its highway design to reduce the
impact to the neighborhood, while securing a $12 million shared-use path connecting
Riverside and San Marco.
 
Prior to joining Groundwork Jacksonville, Kay held leadership roles in corporate human
resources and within city government. Most recently she was chief administrative officer for
the Duval County Property Appraiser.
 
According to Kay, “The urban core neighborhoods along the Emerald Necklace deserve
clean lands and waterways, with great parks and trail connections. Groundwork
Jacksonville will work with residents to improve quality of life and spur neighborhood
redevelopment. I believe deeply that community empowerment is the key to vibrant
successful neighborhoods.”
 
Alyssa Bourgoyne has served as interim executive director since Dr. Dawn Emerick
relocated to Oregon last year to head up the Clackamus County Health Department.
Alyssa will resume her duties as the organization’s program manager, leading the Green
Team Youth Corps as well as other community outreach and enrichment programs.

Watch our 2017 Green Team video to experience their journey
of discovery.

Another amazing Green Team summer apprenticeship wrapped up in August, giving local
teens the opportunity to connect with their urban environment, engage in outdoor learning

http://www.groundworkjacksonville.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JxgB0T4I2Z4


and recreational opportunities as well as make a positive and tangible impact along the
Emerald Necklace - all while earning an educational stipend.
 
In just nine short weeks our 2017 Green Team apprentices amassed 720 service hours in
our local parks, biked 232 miles and made major improvements to the Emerald Necklace.
The youth planted 244 native plants, removed almost a ton of trash, built the first pollinator
garden along the S-Line Rail Trail, hosted a hugely-successful Burgers and Bikes
Community Day and engaged with over 20 community partners.
 
Groundwork Jacksonville will begin accepting applications for summer 2018 in
January. Youth, ages 13 – 18, that reside or are active in school, church, or community
based organizations within Groundwork Jacksonville’s impact neighborhoods are eligible.
Please consider nominating a teen for this life-changing experience. For questions or
further information please email Alyssa Bourgoyne at alyssa@groundworkjacksonville.org.

Environmental Protection Board Recognizes
Groundwork Jacksonville and Alyssa Bourgoyne

The Environmental Protection Board recognized Groundwork Jacksonville with the
Outstanding Environmental Achievement Community Award during Its Annual EPB – UNF
Environmental Symposium on October 4. The award is given annually for innovation,
commitment and expertise.
 
Groundwork’s Program Manager, Alyssa Bourgoyne also was honored with the EPB’s
Environmental Achievement Individual Award which recognizes individuals for their on-
going commitment to the protection and preservation of the environment.

mailto:alyssa@groundworkjacksonville.org


LISC AmeriCorps Service Member Tracie Thornton
Joins Groundwork Jacksonville Team

 
Groundwork Jacksonville is excited to announce that southern-
born artist and community advocate Tracie Thornton has joined
Groundwork Jacksonville as the Green Team youth coordinator
through LISC AmeriCorps.
 
Tracie is a graduate of University of Florida and brings years of
experience working to empower youth and communities
stateside and abroad. She will serve as the Green Team
coordinator through July 2018 and will assist in youth corps
projects, outdoor recreation activities, service events and
volunteer cultivation.

 
A returned Peace Corps volunteer, Tracie has worked and volunteered with many nonprofit
organizations within and outside of the region including First Coast Returned Peace Corps
Volunteers, Painted Bride Art Center, Wolfson Children’s Hospital, Social Impact Studios,
Riverside Arts Market and Harborview Neighborhood Association. She also serves on the
Art in Public Places committee for the Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville.
 
In her artwork, Tracie endeavors to improve environmental consciousness and
responsibility through recycling and repurposing a large percentage of her materials. In
Tracie’s community advocacy work she is dedicated to ensuring equal access to public art
and active green spaces for all neighborhoods.

Upcoming Events and Volunteer Opportunities



Bike & Brew Saturday, November 11

Thanks to everyone who has made our monthly S-Line Rail Trail rides so enjoyable. We
are looking forward to another fun group bike ride on Nov. 11. Then after the ride, join us
for cold refreshments and $1 off your first drink at Engine 15 Brewing Downtown Tap
Room & Biergarten located at 633 Myrtle Avenue.

Let us know you will join us on Facebook Sat., Nov. 11, 10:00 a.m.
 

Monthly Hogans Creek Clean Up

Join Groundwork Jacksonville each month to cleanup along Hogans Creek. Please wear
closed toe shoes, long pants and a hat as well as bring a reusable water bottle. We will
supply gloves, trash bags and water. All we need is you and two hours of your
time. Volunteers under the age of 18 must be accompanied by an adult. 

Let everyone know you are volunteering on Facebook!
Sat., Nov. 18, 10:00 a.m. 
204 W. 3rd St. 32206

Sat., Dec. 16, 10:00 a.m. 
398 W. 4th St.  32206
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Jacksonville's premier community music festival will return to the
porches and parks of Historic Springfield on Sat., Nov. 4, featuring
live music, food trucks and Sculpture Walk from 4 – 5:30 p.m. at
Klutho Park. Once again Groundwork Jax will provide the Bike
Valet. Click here for event information.

North Florida Travel
Survey Needs Your Input

As a North Florida resident your
assistance is needed to help improve
transportation in our region. The North
Florida TPO and the Florida Dept. of
Transportation (FDOT) are sponsoring
the North Florida Travel Survey to better
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understand residents’ transportation needs. This is important because the information
collected in this survey will help improve the regional transportation system and prioritize
future transportation improvements. The survey is currently underway until late November.

The transportation survey is collecting information on day-to-day travel and activities in the
North Florida region: how we travel, where we go, how long it takes us, and what we do
when we arrive. As thanks for participation, following survey completion each participating
household will be entered in a drawing for a GRAND PRIZE – iPhone X, or one of 25 $100
Amazon or Walmart gift cards. To complate the survey, click the link below. The
password is "survey." For more information, call 800-895-2690 or email North Florida
Travel Survey.
 

Our work would not be possible without your support. Please
consider donating to our cause of changing places and changing

lives through a tax-deductible donation to Groundwork Jacksonville. 
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Take the Survey Now - Password: Survey

Donate Now
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